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Now Sotivism Expressed far European Help Against Soviets
J
3 AR TN rowrIn STAT
WASHINGTON
A Senior NEztional Security Council officiel expressed opiimism Saturoay
that the Rezgan afrinistration can achieve “workable comprozises" with 1ts
cUrcgoezn azliles Over the touchy issue Of economic sancticns against the Soviet
Unicn.
i
Richzro Z. Pipes, a council expert cn Soviet affairs, zlso asserted that the |
Kremlin i5 nDw &nmeshed in an “urprececen\ec crisis® o‘ econonic, politiczl zng
“imperizi" proportitns _ offeri U.S. polictymakers valuable oppertunities to
help ¢cur> Soviet globsl agy ntu 1sn.
Pires defenged the acministration's effor t0 respong to =oviet-*acked
repression in Pocland by striving to ticck ¢ massive Siberian natural ¢
pigeline 2nd tC recuce the overall flow of Western c¢redits ang high .echnology
tc the Sovigts.,
mE S2iC this sirztegy was not intenced to "bring the Soviet economy to its
kneess " DUt inctgad IC force the Kremlin lezfership to ¢hoose betweern 2
cormtinuel large-scale military buildup or the transfer of more resouries to
Civilizr ecornonit ceveloprment.
ForiZ. L 3F-.IEr-glo nistorian &hc 15 set to return witnin the next two
nL3 oprofessorship ac Rarverd University, spoke 2zt z convention of the
LSZQLMITICT fon othe Agvenctcment of Elavic Studigro, an crganizzticn ¢of |
mi¢ osrocizlists on the Soviet Union end castern Zurcpe.
~IECTIDING IMELLENICI facfing the Kremlin, Pipes szic: I am gulite convintceg
. FOTDNMIET 0T DIt EZN UNPrELECENTSS Crisis. 1t iz s crisis of =
VETLITTLol nElure. Tarsloof &ll, an economic erisis. Secondly, a political
TTisii. ang TRITCly. En imperial Crisis, Or = trisie of the empire.”

-z nIicZe a2t one pverall Soviet economic growtn rate has declined from
TTanly = FE TRT L E3r Curing tne 19305 to0 soout 2 rercent 2 VEET nCw. Tne
ECONCRIC pIdNUre hes DECn marked by faz sieady crop oin proouctivity, bBoth in
infustry znd zgriculture,” Pipes saig,

in the politica2l sphere, he szid, the Soviet governzent “"finds jtself
iricrezsingly unzble 10 mobilize the nasses, either by th'e=ts or by promises.
+v. IU'3 3 very Gazngerous situzstion," aggravated by corruption which "has
Teactiico cosocliutely endemic proportions in the Soviet sys.em.

Pires cail npsCow's "Crisis of ezmpire” has resulted from “the overcocmmitment
cf rss:u:ces LT ever-greater sgventures zbroaf on the basis of 3 shrinking
gconomy. i

He wol g ¢onference that according to (IA estimztzs, the cost to the
Yozcow OF cupporting “"zllied communist countries® in Ezstern EUréDe'EnG
glzewhire hEs Qrown from zbout §1 billion znrnuslliy in the ezrly 1970s 1o nearly
$1¢ plilicn in 167% EnC zlmost €24 billion zs of WO VEEZrSs s400.
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